
 
 

Year 4 Reading Spine 
 
As a school, we have developed our own reading spines for each year group. Our reading spine 
includes a bank of eight core texts that are shared by teachers at story times throughout the year. 
Each year group has a set of non-negotiable books that all pupils will experience. These are high-
quality, ‘must have’ reads that we want all our pupils to have read by the end of the year. The 
aim is for every child to experience the pleasure and challenge of great literature. 
 
We have included a range of different texts in our reading spine. For each year group, texts 
include four fiction texts (at least one of which will be a picture book and also a diverse text), two 
non-fiction texts and two poetry texts. 
 
Fiction: 

 
Voices in the Park by Anthony Browne 

Fiction: 

 
Ariki and the Island of Wonders by Nicola 

Davies 
Fiction: 

 
The Boy at the Back of the Class by Onjali Q. 

Rauf 

Fiction: 

 
Charlotte’s Web by E. B. White 

Poetry: 

 
Let’s Celebrate by Debjani Chatterjee and 

Brian D’Arey 

Poetry: 

 
Revolting Rhymes by Roald Dahl 

Non fiction: 

 
Survivors by David Long 

Non fiction: 

 
Children Who Changed the World by Marcia 

Williams 
 


